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Pastor Cheryl Coffman 
 

As of March 20th the Spring Equinox has officially arrived! This is one of 
my favorite times of the year. It is amazing to one day have gray, bar-
ren trees and overnight, there are blossoms and buds and daffodils 
and crocuses. The earth wakes from its winter hibernation and all 
around us are the signs of God’s Love and Beauty.  
 
But interspersed with the gorgeous spring days are the clouds and 
winds – some gentle and nourishing the earth – others more destruc-
tive. Isn’t that the way with life itself? Some days all is right with the 
world and then without any warning, the rug gets pulled out from under 
you.  
 
I wonder what it would be like to have an early warning system for 
those turbulent times. Some radar that shows the storm clouds and low 
pressure fronts moving towards you so you can get prepared and get 
the hatches battened down.  
 
The downside of that though is if we live our lives in a constant state of 
worry over what the future holds, our lives are cloaked in a shroud and 
we miss all the wonder and beauty that surrounds us. Our comfort 
through those turbulent times comes in knowing that He holds us in the 
palms of His hands.  
 
Life may knock us down at times, but when that happens, the safest 
place for us to be is on our knees. Through our weakness His infinite 
strength bursts forth. With His love surrounding and upholding us, we 
can live secure in the knowledge that the sun will once again shine. 
After the storm, life maybe forever be changed for us, but His Love will 
never fade. 
 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach 
you, because I am humble and gentle, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) 

The Promoter 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Rockton, Illinois 
APRIL 2017 



Worship 

The Eucharistic Team will be visiting those that are home bound, provid-
ing communion and fellowship. If you know of anyone that would like to 
receive such services please call the office (815-624-2115) Their next 
scheduled visits will be Sunday, April 2nd, between 10:15-11:00am. 

Messages 
 

 April 2 - “Jesus Wept” 
 April 9  Palm Sunday - “Barabbas or Messiah?” 
 April 14  Good Friday - “Were You There?” 
 April 16  Easter Sunday - “The Empty Tomb” 
 April 23 - “That You May Believe” 
 April 30 - “The Emmaus Journey” 

Prayer Shawl Meeting – All are welcome to attend the gathering. If you are 
working on a shawl or want to share ideas, please join us on Saturday, April 
15th at 9:00am at church. 

We Call Our Last Witness, John - Join us for the last of a special series 
called “Christ on Trial” on Wednesday April 5th at 7:00pm following supper 
at 6pm in Nicholas Hall. Examine evidence in this service that demands a 
verdict: Who is this Jesus ... for you?  

Weekly Children’s Bulletins – Each Sunday we will have children’s bulle-
tins available for youth ages 3-6 and 7-12 during the worship service. The 
bulletins include activities related to the gospel for that day. Please ask the 
ushers for a copy (and crayons) for your youth. 

Easter Lilies and Tulips – We will be decorating the sanctuary on Easter 
with lilies and tulips. If you would like to order a lily or tulip in memory of/or 
in the honor of a loved one for Easter, please complete the order form and 
place it in the offering basket/church office by April 2

nd
. The price for the 

flowers is $9.00 each. Please make checks payable to the Prince of Peace 
Altar Guild. 

HOLY WEEK 2017 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 
 Worship Service - 7:00pm 
 

Good Friday, April 15 
 Community Worship - 12 noon, Willow Creek Presbyterian Church 
 Tenebrae Worship - 7:00 pm, Prince of Peace 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16 
 Easter Breakfast 7:30am 
 Easter Worship w/ Communion  9:00am 
 
 

Service 

Mission Support – Our Missionary, Shamshod Rashanov needs our finan-
cial support to continue sharing the Gospel in his homeland of Uzbeki-
stan.  You may commit to a week for $15 each or a whole month for $50. 
Sign up is on the board entering Nicholas Hall.  Questions may be directed 
to the Mission Team of Kara Wallace and Lora Conrad.  Thank you.   

College Care Packages – Hard to believe our college kids are getting clos-
er to the end of the school year. To give them a little boost, we are sending 
packages with encouraging notes, protein bars, and small packages of 
crackers/snacks. Please place items in the clear plastic bin by April 2

nd
.  



Discipleship 

Awana Club – Kids aged K-6
th
 grade are welcome to check out the Awana 

Club at Prince of Peace. The club meets on Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm. 
During the Lenten season, the Awana kids will take part in one or more wor-
ship services on Wednesday evenings. 

Community 

Fill the Eggs – We need individually wrapped candy for our Easter egg 
hunt.  Please drop off donations in the narthex by April 2.  

Easter “Egg”stravaganza 

Sunday, April 9th  2-4pm 
 

Prince of Peace is bringing to you an event for all ages (ok it’s 

mostly for children 10 and under) but fun for you too. If you’ve 

never been to an Easter “Egg”Stravaganza, hop on down and 

check it out! The fun starts with pictures with 

Mr. Bunny, live chicks, bunnies, and sheep. 

The afternoon wraps up with an “Egg”ceptional 

Egg hunt. We hope to see you there! BYOB…

Bring Your Own Basket. 

Food Donations - Old Stone Pantry needs your help in serving the com-
munity. Lists of food donations are available in the narthex (shopping cart). 
Canned tuna - 12 Oz    Canned soups - 10 to 12 Oz   
Tuna helper   Boxed potatoes - 5 Oz   
KRAFT mac n cheese   Rice a Roni – small box 
Ramen noodles   Canned sloppy Joe sauce  
Pork and beans   100 % juices - 3 to 6 oz  
Canned beef ravioli and spaghetti & meatballs 

Save the Date  - Prince of Peace and Cross & Crown Lutheran Church are 
joining together to host the Maker Fun Factory VBS on June 5-9, 2017 at 
Cross & Crown in Roscoe. More details to come. 
 

“At Maker Fun Factory VBS, kids discover not only that God made 
them the way they are, but for a purpose too. Maker Fun Factory is 
filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, 
and even taste!” 

All Hands On Deck – We need many “helper bunnies” to make our 
“Egg”Stravaganza a great success. Tent set-up, egg hiders, hunt assis-
tants, clean-up, and other positions are available. See the sign-up sheet in 
the narthex. 

Facilities 

Make It Shine!  - Our annual Spring Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 29, 8:30 am through 12 noon.  Come and help for the full morn-
ing, or for an hour or more in between.  Both inside and outside work.  Bring 
with you the tools for the work you’d like to do. Squeegie or newspaper to 
wash windows, rakes, clippers, chain saws, extension cords, ladders, rags 
to dust, etc.  Rain date—May 6. 

Christ in Our Home devotional booklets for April through June are availa-
ble in the book rack in the narthex. 



Prayer Concerns 

-Carl Specht, Ella Pearson’s grandsons Rob & Samuel Walker, Trisha Biel-
ski, Sherre Faulkner’s nephew Rod Flom, Tom & Jean Lenhart’s grandson 
Cody Merrette, Penny Pfile’s nephew William Kerr II, Gavan Dick, James 
Dick, Bill & Joan Sabin’s grandson Jeremy Crandell, and Dorothy Bush’s 
nephews Christian and Cody Bush.  
 
-Those presently looking for employment: Jesse, John, Nathan, and Kaleb.  

 Our Council Members: Tom Lenhart, Wayne Schmidt, Daphne 
McNames Dan King, Wendy Goldsworthy, John Saarinen, Sue Ducett, 
Kathy Walker, Lora Conrad and Richard Mackenthun 

 Our Staff: Pastor Cheryl, Administrative Assistant Kara Wallace, Music 
Director Sara Lemen  

FAITH & COURAGE 

The families of Jean Gustafson, Dorothy Wentland, Phil Turner, Larry Cor-
nelier, Margaret Mefford, Jim Olenbush, Joyce Hatch, and Jake Fuller.  

LEADERSHIP 

Jeannette McCullough, David VanderKooi, Sharon Vander Kooi, Julie, Mil-
lie, John, Chad, Pam Novotnak, Denise Hoaglund, Michael, David, Joyce, 
Uncle Wayne, Tom, Otto, Jesse, Lori W., Simon, Ted Clegg, Esther Rum-
age, Arlene Primeaux, Mary M., Craig H., Ed Specht, Sam, Liz, Christine, 
Darrell Crusan, Wayne Schmidt, Duke, Pat Taylor, Cindy Lee, Clarence, 
Pinky, Linda G., David Olson, Helen, Iris, Bonnie, Danny, Mary, Annie, 
Jean L., Cindy Mohns, Hayley, Bob, Kristan, Andy, John, Melody, Gary, 
Sandy Messenger, Becky, Mary Ellen, and Donnie.  

HEALING & STRENGTH 

GRIEF 

Prayer Huddle  
Our prayer huddle group meets every Monday at 9:30am  

in the Prayer Room at the church. 

Fun Onez will be meeting the first Sunday of every month to play cards/
board games from 1:30-4pm.  Please bring a snack for the group to share. 
Contact Daphne McNames with any questions at 815-619-2056. 

Fellowship 

Movie Night  - In the movie “God Gave Me Wings”, a 
blind student has a dream of running on his high school 
track team but needs help. A schoolmate with a troubled 
past offers to help him win the race. Come and see how 
the boys work together on their goal to make the team. 
The film begins at 6:00pm on Saturday, April 8, 2017 in 
Nicholas Hall. 

Church Co uncil 

The Prince of Peace council members meet monthly, except July. If you 
have questions or ideas, please contact one of the council deacons or at-
tend a monthly meeting. 
         

 Tom Lenhart ………..….. President, 815-389-4203 
 Wayne Schmidt…....Vice President, 815-298-0750 
 Daphne McNames……... Secretary, 815-629-2056 
 Dan King….. ………….....Treasurer, 815-623-7273                
 Wendy Goldsworthy….....  Worship, 815-389-3796 
 John Saarinen ….…..… Fellowship, 815-623-6460 
 Sue Ducett…………... Discipleship, 815-713-3208 
 Lora Conrad……....…...…..Service, 815-289-7171 
 Kathy Walker.………….… Witness, 815-420-5293 
 Richard Mackenthun….... Facilities, 815-389-2480 

Easter Breakfast – PoP will be hosting another delicious Easter breakfast 
on April 16

th
 at 7:30am. Donations of breakfast casseroles, pastries, fruit, 

and beverages are needed. A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex. 

*Please keep Ted Clegg in your prayers as he is hospitalized for surgery. 
You can send cards to Ted Clegg c/o Mr. & Mrs.Steve Grigg, 1314 Queen 
Cathy Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. 
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If you are not able to make your allotted time slot, please find a substitute and notify the church office. 

April 2017 Coffee Prep & Host Schedule 

Stock Pew Racks for April:  Nancy Mohns 

1 Catherine Goldsworthy 
3 Chuck Martini 
11 Darlene Bielski 
15 Phyllis Wendorf 
20 Barb Durnil  
 Joan Sabin  
 Carol Yarolimek  
22 Cameron Schmidt 

24 Abigail Baird 
 Scott Robinson 
25 Philip Shrider 
 Karen Martini 
27 Lee White 
28 Jack Peterson 

Happy Birthday!  

April Anniversaries 
 
2 Greg and Luann Bartz 
12 Jim and Nancy Freedlund 
28 William and Stacy Diemel 

We need volunteers for Donut Delivery, Coffee Prep, and Coffee 
Hosts for all four Sundays in April. The sign-up sheet is available in the 
narthex. Thank you. 

April 2 
AV: Kara Wallace 
Acolyte: Seth Hedman 
Greeters: Jerry & Carol Yarolimek 
Ushers: Sherre Faulkner & Lora Conrad  
Reader:  Kathy Walker 
Communion Assist: Dan King, John Laursen, & Kathy Walker 
Counters: Bob Mohns & Brad Mueller 
 
April 9 
AV: Charlotte Mohns 
Acolyte: Elliott Diemel 
Greeters: Duke & Sue Ducett 
Ushers: Bill & Stacy Diemel 
Reader:  Stacy Diemel 
Counters: Charlotte Mohns & Joan Sabin 
 
 

April 16 - Easter Sunday 
Need Volunteers 
 
April 23 
AV: Derek Hoaglund 
Acolyte: Sidney Schmidt 
Greeters: Dan & Cyndy King 
Ushers: John Laursen & Pam Novotnak  
Reader: Cheri Saarinen 
Counters: David Baird & Cheri Saarinen  
  
 

April 30 
AV: Cameron Schmidt 
Acolyte: Trevor Diemel 
Greeters: Irene Lang & Debbie Sillanpaa 
Ushers: Darran & Karen Landenberger 
Reader: Irene Lang 
Counters: Greg Bartz & Daphne McNames  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Men’s Group 7am 
 

2   Cares and Concerns 

10:15 am  

Eucharist Team 

10:15-11am 

Fun Onez 1:30-4pm 
4-H Robotics 2-4pm 

3 
Prayer Group  

9:30 am 
 
 
 

4 5 
PoP Quilters 
9:30-11:30am 
Awana Club 

6:30-8pm 
Supper  

& Worship 

6 

Choir 7:00pm 

 

 
 

7 

Annunciation  
Homeschool Co-op 

7:30am-1:30pm 

8 

Movie Night 
6:00pm 

 
 

9 
4-H Robotics 2-4pm 

 

Easter 

Egg“Stravaganza” 

2-4pm 

10 

Prayer Group  
9:30 am 

 
Church Council 7pm 

 
 

11 

 

12 

Awana Club 
6:30-8pm 

 
Altar Guild 7pm 

13 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:00pm 

14 Good Friday 

Community Service 

12pm Willow Creek 

Presbyterian 

Tenebrae Service 

@ PoP 7:00pm 

15 

Men’s Group 7am 
 

Prayer Shawl Group 
9:00am 

16 
Easter Breakfast 

7:30am 

 

Easter Service 

9:00am 

17 
Prayer Group  

9:30 am 
 

Promoter Deadline 

18 
4-H Club 6:30-8pm 

 

Naomi Circle 

7:00pm 

19 
PoP Quilters 
9:30-11:30am 

 
Awana Club 

6:30-8pm 
 

20 
Choir 7:00pm 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

4-H Robotics  

2-4pm 

 

 

 
30 

 

24 
Prayer Group  

9:30 am 
 
 
 

 
 

25 

Mary Rachel Circle 

1:00pm 

 

Rockton Quilt Group 

6-9pm 

26 
Awana Club 

6:30-8pm 
 

27 

Choir 7:00pm 

28 
Annunciation Co-op 

7:30am-1:30pm 

29 
 

April 2017 


